
HART RESEARCH
A S S O T E SC I A

Attitudes On 
Food Safety In 

New Hampshire
Findings from a statewide survey of 505 likely voters

October 7-8, 2009
for

http://blog.pos.org/�


NH Voters’ Attitudes on Food Safety – October 2009 – Hart/POS for2

Voters Have Lost Confidence 
In Safety Of Food

26%

3% 15%

56%

More 
confident

Not sure

Has what you have seen and heard in the news over the past year or 
so made you more confident or less confident in the safety of food* 
that is sold here in the United States?

* Question intro:  “When I talk about food safety, I mean food that is safe to eat and free of 
any contamination by bacteria that make people sick.”

Less 
confident

Has made 
no difference
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Most See Role For Federal 
Government

10%

84%

6%
Federal government should 
be responsible for ensuring 
that food is safe to eat

Not 
sure

Federal government 
should not be respon-
sible for food safety

Preferred Federal Government Role in Food Safety

Democrats 87%
Republicans 80%
Swing voters 89%

Federal government
should be responsible



NH Voters’ Attitudes on Food Safety – October 2009 – Hart/POS for4

Wide Support For New 
Safety Measures

25%

65%

2%
8% Strongly 

support

Not 
sure

Support for Federal Government Enacting 
New Food Safety Measures

Oppose

Somewhat 
support

90% SUPPORT
Democrats 98%
Republicans 82%
Swing voters 91%

Strongly/somewhat 
support
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Strong Support For Specific Measures

73%

72%

76%

80%

82%

71%

80%

Strongly favor Somewhat favor

94%

94%

93%

93%

93%

91%

88%

Tracing system

Broad access to food 
company records 
Equal food safety 

standards for imports
FDA inspections 

every 6-12 months
Report tests that 

show contamination
FDA mandatory 
recall authority
Standards for 

produce growers
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Voters Say New Measures
Should Be Mandatory

2%

70%28%

MANDATORY, because
this will ensure that all
food-related businesses
are meeting the same
safety standards

Not sure

The new food safety measures should be:

VOLUNTARY, because food-
related businesses already
are required to follow many
regulations and it is in their
best business interest to
follow the safety standards
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